INDIA

overwhelming transcendence of man This
attitude may have analogies to that of Indian
religion, but it is so far radically distinct that
no Indian saint, and for that matter no
Western saint, ever had anything but con-
tempt for the knowledge gained by the senses
and the intellect. Sainthood, in a word, is
antagonistic to science, as science is antagon-
istic to sainthood. And the development in
India of scientific knowledge and method
must end by interrupting and destroying the
old Indian religion in so far as that rests on a
claim to attain truth by meditation divorced
from observation.

There is then, I believe, in India as in
Europe, a real, not merely seeming, antagon-
ism between traditional religion and modern
ways of thinking The educated class is
aware of this, and is making efforts analogous
to those made in Europe to overcome it.
These may take the form of an abstraction
from all religions of their more rational
elements and an emphasis of these as the
essence of religion. This is the position of
the Brahmo Somaj, which, in fact, is a pure
theism, emphasising, however, the personal
relation of the soul to God. To this sect, or
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